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Teaching the Arkansas Architectural Styles Lesson

GRADE LEVELS
3-12 (K-2 teachers see page 20)

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What is architecture and what types of architectural
styles are found in Arkansas? Does culture affect
architecture and does architecture impact society? If
s0, how?

ARKANSAS CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS
(Updated Summer 2011)

Social Studies, Grades 3-4

H.6.3.10 Students will examine land development
and its impact on a community

G.2.4.1 Students will research elements of culture in
a community, state, or nation (e.g. housing)

Social Studies, Grades 5-8
G.2.5.3 Students will recognize examples of

cultural diffusion, cultural exchange, and assimilation.

G.2.6.3 Students will identify the occurrences of
cultural diffusion, cultural exchange, and assimilation
in local and national history.

G.2.7.1 Students will examine creative work as
examples of cultural heritage (e.g. architecture).
H.6.7.7 Students will examine contributions that past
civilizations made to the modern world (e.g., arts,
architecture)

Arkansas History, Grades 7-8

WWP.9.AH.7-8.12 Students will identify significant
contributions made by Arkansans in the following
fields: art/architecture.

American History, Grades 9-12

CUS.19.AH.8 Students will examine the cultural and
technological changes in American society that
began in the 1950s [and affected architecture and
development] using primary and secondary sources.

Contemporary United States History, Grades 9-12
CC.1.CH.4 Students will discuss the changing
cultural landscape (e.g. automobile) [regarding
architecture and new development].

Arkansas History, Grades 9-12

WWP.9.AH.9-12.12 Students will research significant
contributions made by Arkansans in the following
fields: art/architecture.

Visual Arts, Grades 4-12

VA.6.3-4.9 Students will produce artwork inspired by
or connected to content from other disciplines (e.qg.,
social studies)

VA.7.5-8.2 Students will examine the styles and
historical periods of art [and architecture] throughout
time.

VA.6.5-8.14 Students will produce artwork inspired by or
connected to content from other disciplines (e.qg., social
studies)

Art Il - Ill, Grades 9-12

RR.2.All-11.3 Students will reflect upon the personal,
social, and global impact of art and architecture (family,
community, historical, cultural, environments).

Art IV, Grades 9-12

RR.2.AlV.2 Students will reflect upon the personal,
social, and global impact of art and architecture (family,
community, historical, cultural, environments).

Art History I, Grades 9-12

CC.2.AHI.4 Students will identify the impact of art and
design of classic civilizations on that society and future
societies.

MA.3.AHI.4 Students will identify the impact of art and
design of Middle Ages on that society and future
societies.

Art History 1, Grades 9-12
PRM.2.AHII.6 Students will identify the impact of Pre-
Modern art and design on existing and future societies.

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will discuss several historic architectural styles
in Arkansas and identify similar styles in their
communities.

MATERIALS/RESOURCES

Copies of What is an Architectural Style, Timeline:
Popular Architectural Styles in Arkansas, and Historic
Architectural Styles Worksheet; Transparencies or
PowerPoint of 8 style sheets: Greek Revival, Gothic
Revival, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Craftsman,
English Revival, Spanish Revival, and Art Deco,
Cameras/Internet/Library resources for research

INTRODUCTION OR FOCUS

Buildings have much to tell us about people, history,
lifestyle, culture, religion, construction methods, ethnic
origins, commerce, economy, commerce and
technology. Buildings are very accessible historic
artifacts that directly link the past and the present.

Each state and each county has a rich architectural
heritage--an individual and unique heritage! Whether
your community has log cabins, ornate mansions, farm
houses, barns and other outbuildings, commercial
buildings, factories, places of worship, or combinations
of many types, you can learn more about the story of
your place and its people from the buildingsl.

! Caneta Hankins, The Heritage Education Network <www.mtsu.edu/~then/Architecture/page4.htmI>MTSU Center for Historic Preservation,

1999



INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

1.

Instruct students to read What is an Architectural
Style for homework, or read it aloud as a group in
class. Discuss unique buildings in the United
States, other countries, Arkansas, and your
community.

Hand out copies of Timeline: Popular
Architectural Styles in Arkansas, duplicate it on
the bulletin board/chalkboard, or post a copy for
the students to see.

Make overhead transparencies of the eight Style
sheets or download the PowerPoint from the
AHPP website www.arkansaspreservation.com,
select the Education page and find the
corresponding lesson plan.

Look at each slide. Ask students to point out
features on each building photograph. Note
where on the timeline each style occurs. Read
the corresponding paragraph from The History of
Architectural Styles in America.

Discuss each style with students. Possible
questions include the following:

V Do you like or dislike this style? Why?

V Would you want to live in a house in this
style?

V What adjectives come to mind when you look
at this style?

V Does this style remind you of something from
another time period or culture that you have
studied?

Give each student or group of students a copy of
Historic Architectural Styles Worksheet, or print
the two pages onto transparency paper for easy
classroom viewing.

Students should work individually or in groups to
identify the correct style for each photograph.

As a homework assignment, students can take
photos, make sketches or write descriptions of at
least five style elements they see in their
community. For example, a student may see
columns, arched windows, a tile roof, sidelights,
or exposed rafters. Remind the students that
many buildi ngs are not a fst
buildings have elements of several styles.

Optional: Some historic buildings have fanciful
decorative elements under the eaves. Share the
photos on page 15, and have students create
their own decorative designs for a building.

ENRICHMENT/DIFFERENTIATION

Learn more about historic properties in your
community. See the AHPP lesson plan Be a
Building Detective for activities and ideas.

For a listing of properties in your area that are on the
National Register of Historic Places, visit our
website at www.arkansaspreservation.org Go to the
History and Architecture page, then click on National
Register of Historic Places to search the database
by county, town or property name.

Students can draw a building modeled after a
combination of styles using their imaginations! For
instance, they could draw a house with Greek
Revival columns, a Spanish Revival roof, and Art
Deco building structure.

Students can use elements of the Greek Revival
style to create a fihomeo
mythological being.

Students can clip photos from catalogs and
magazines to create and furnish a dream home.
Look in old Sears catalogs or online for house
plans.

In the mid to late 1800s, wealthy Americans took
European tours that lasted for several months. What
architectural styles would they have seen as they
traveled to different European countries? Which of
these styles did Americans attempt to replicate?
Instruct students design a travel itinerary and map
for a European Architectural Styles Tour.

Encourage students to learn more about architects:
how to become an architect and what architects do.

Encourage students to research modern
architectural styles and important architects in
Arkansas.

Invite an architect to class to discuss his/her
profession.

The non-profit organization CUBE, Center for
Understanding the Built Environment, produces an
excellent curriculum called Box City. Box City is a
great way to teach students about architecture, city
planning, and community. For the culmination of the
Box City unit, students build a city from boxes. For
more information, call CUBE at (913) 262-8222 or
visit their website at www.cubekc.org

Vi sit the AHPP websiteobs
more architecture education websites:
www.arkansaspreservation.org

We would like to know how this lesson plan worked in your classroom or group. Please share with us your
experience with using this lesson plan and suggestions for improvement.

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, Education Outreach Coordinator
1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street, Little Rock, AR 72201
(501) 324-9880 or info@arkansaspreservation.org
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What is an Architectural Style?

Buildings are as individual and interesting as are people. Like people, some buildings are
small and delicate, some are tall and thin, and others are large and heavy-looking. Both
people and buildings have different featuresd small or large eyes (windows) and different
shaped mouths and noses (doors and projections). Buildings, like people, have different
colors, shapes, and features (windows, doors, columns, foundations, decoration, etc.).

The way people dress is another clue to understanding their personalities and the fashion of
the times. Buildings can be fancy with lots of jewelry (ornamentation), or plain and neat-
looking. Thus, buildings, like people, are decorated differently, making some look grand and
important and others plain and ordinary.

Buildings each have a unique history. Like people, buildings age and change with the times.
Some buildings are given Asurgeryo to restore t
from neglect, accidents and disease.

Architecture is a combination of art and construction. A bui | di ngds architect.
personality of an individual, is its special look ordesign. A _b ui I di ngés architec:
combination of its shape, age, building materials and ornamentation. Stylistic labels, such as
Greek Revival or Craftsman, are a way to expl
dondt have to put a style | abel on every buil
styles (eclectic) and some are basic buildings with no particular style (vernacular).

ai
di

Some historic architectural styles found in Arkansas are (in chronological order):

Greek Revival
Gothic
Queen Anne
Colonial Revival
Craftsman
English Revival (Tudor)
Spanish Revival
Art Deco




The History of Architectural Styles In America

(The following dates are when the styles were prevalent in Arkansas)

Greek Revival (1830-1875)

After fighting and winning independence from England in the late 1700s, Americans were ready to create a new
country. Americans wanted a democratic government that would be ruled by the people. Americans looked to
ancient Greece for inspiration, because ancient Greé€ce wa

In the late 1700s, another thing happened that interested Americans in Greece. English archeologists visited Greece
to look for artifacts, and they came home with thousands of ancient artifacts. They published a report about their
discoveries, and this report became very popular in America.

In the early 1800s, architects on the East Coast began designing public buildings modeled after Greek architecture.
As pioneers moved South and West into the frontiers, they brought the Greek Revival style with them. The Greek
Revival style was popular for many years.?

Gothic Revival (1870-1900)

Gothic Revival first became popular in Europe. Gothic Revival was inspired by medieval architecture such as castles
and cathedrals. This style was very different from earlier styles that were more symmetrical and orderly, such as
Greek Revival.

Queen Anne (1880-1910)

The Queen Anne style first became popular in England and was inspired by late medieval architecture. The style
worked for both small homes and very large homes with lots of servants. Peopleadded t heir owt Afl ai
with porches, fancy woodwork, stained glass, bay windows, decorative trim and bright colors.

Americads new syst em -oufarchitactutalfeataresdo ba dhippedwaerdss therceuntry, which
helped in the diffusion of the Queen Anne style.

Colonial Revival (1895-1940)

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, America faced many changes and challenges. The Industrial Revolution brought
new machines and technology to Americans, such as railroads, cars, electricity, telephones, airplanes and motion
pictures. While such inventions were exciting, some people felt that the world was changing too fast.

People became nostalgic for Americabs past and the fAgood
Revolution. The 1876 celebratonof 100 years of independence also encourag
past.

Architects, too, |l ooked to t
inspiration. They began creating designs based on

houses built by English, German and Dutch settlers

i n Amer i aldhdteen woloriieg. iThe Colonial

Revival style became very popular, and remained

popular through the 1940s.

Coloni al Revival houses were
original colonial houses. Americans liked the Queen

Anne porches, and often added them to Colonial

Revival houses. Colonial Revival houses were also

larger than the originals, with more complicated

floor plans.4

Greek Revival
Grandison Royston House, Old Washington, 1830

2 Alan Gowans, Styles and Types of North American Architecture (New York: IconEditions, 1992) 83.
3 Virginia McAlester and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 1984) 184.

“James C. Massey and Shirl ey N&House Joburnal MerehfApri990c465@ ni al Revi val o
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Craftsman (1910-1950)

The Craftsman style originated in California. Two brothers there, Charles and Henry Green, were skilled builders.
They enjoyed building houses by hand, using natural materials. The|r houses were influenced by Japanese
architecture and by the ideas expressed in Craftsman magazine. ® Craftsman magazine expressed the idea that local
buil ders, or fcr afeuntramed)shauld buidehouseis fith their@wn skill and the natural materials
found in the local area.

The Greenesd designs became very popul a6qgodHousdkeepiegrHousp ubl i s
BeautifulandL adi es 6 H o.fikhe Cradtsmamstyle shows a love for material, craftsmanship, and technology.

English Revival (1920-1940)

During World War |, America was allied with England. Many Americans spent time in England during the war and
became interested in English buildings. After World War I, American architects began designing houses to look like
those found in England. During the period following the war, Americans built many homes in the suburbs (outside the
city limits). Many people chose to build an English Revival-style house because they were practical and looked cozy
and Ahomeli ke. 0

Early English houses were made by constructing a frame of heavy logs and filling in the open spaces with stone,
brick, plaster or stucco. In later years, houses were no longer constructed of heavy logs. But English people liked the
way the old houses looked, so they started decorating their houses to look as if they were made with logs. These log-
like designs -tarnebecfalnlged fAhal f

Spanish Revival (1920-1940)

While some architects wer e cel ebrating America and Englandés past,
California and the West looked to another country for architectural inspiration: Spain. In 1915, the Panama-California
Exposition was held in San Diego. This exposition displayed Spanish- mfluenced architecture. After this exposition,

architects around the country became interested in Spanish architecture.®

Although the Spanish Revival style spread across the country, it was most commonly found in Florida, California and
the western states.

Art Deco (1925-1950)

In 1925, the Exposition des Arts Decoratifs was held in Paris, France. This was an international display of new
designs. The new designs featured elements of Egyptian, Aztec and Mayan art, as well as Cubist-influenced

geometric designs (Cubism is a style of art). These new Art Deco designs were used to decorate jewelry, cars,
furniture and appliances, as well as buildings.™

The Art Deco style was intended to look modern, and to

reflect the @ge.wd AiAratc hDemeo ad
added to many skyscrapers and large apartment by
buildings in America6ds | ar ¢ g%

In Arkansas, most Art Deco buildings are commercial or
institutional. This means that they are used for business
or government use, rather than for residential use
(houses).

Art Deco :
Arkansas County Courthouse
DeWitt, 1931

® Rachel Carley, The Visual Dictionary of American Domestic Architectu s
Vlrglnla McAlester and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 1984) 454.

7J ames C. Massey and Shirley Maxwel | . OldHoose Jourcah Sept/Oat 1991e45-49. n Ol d Engl i sh
Vlrglnla McAlester and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 1984) 418.
®James C. Massey and Shirl ey MaQldHolsé JourmalMealgAug 1©91r45-48e an Tr adi ti onso

Yijames cC. Massey and Shirl ey Max we IOld-HouseAoumal. Dlar/épy 1982n58-60. nt er nat i onal Sty



Greek Revival
1830-1875

Common Features:

x  Low-pitched roof

Porch surrounded by large square or rounded columns

x  Around the front door can be found windows called sidelights (beside the door) and a transom
(window above the door)

x  Columns support a pediment. The pediment is the triangular structure above the door.

x  Some Greek Revival houses have rows of large columns, while others just have a simple
pediment supported by four columns.

X

Pediment\ Low-pitched Peiiiment

N
|
B
S‘ b
B
- AR

The Old State House, Little Rock, 1836



Gothic Revival
1855-1900

Common Features:

Pointed, arched windows with decorative trim

Often has turrets (towers), battlements (open spaces on top of the turret) and pinnacles
Sometimes has cloverleaf window

Steeply pitched roof _

Often asymmetrical Pinnacles Steeply-pitched roof

\

X X X X X

Battlements —»
gl

Turret —» Cloverleaf window

=

<+— Turret

Pointed, arched
windows

== : m =t i

First Methodist Episcopal Church South, Ozark, 1909




Queen Anne
1880-1910
Common Features:

x  Steep, irregularly shaped roof

Patterned shingles and decorative trim

x  Asymmetrical, irregularly shaped house design (if you folded the house in half, one half would
look different from the other half)

x  Porch extends around the house

x  Usually very colorful. Common colors include pink, burgundy, green and blue.

x  Features include: towers, tall chimneys, pavilions, bay windows and stained glass

X

The Queen Anne style is very colorful and interesting, with fancy decorations. Some people think that
Queen Anne houses | ook | ike Agingerbread houseso or

Irregularly
shaped roof /

Patterned
shingles

Decorative trim
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Frederick Hanger House, Little Rock, 1889
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Colonial Revival
1895-1940
Common Features:

x  The doorway is usually the focal point. Has a portico with a curved underside (a portico is a
porch supported by columns)

x Doors often have overhead fanlights (fan-shaped window) or sidelights (windows beside the
door)

x  Symmetrically balanced windows on the front of the house

Windows often have shutters

x  Dormer windows common (a window that extends out from the roof)

X

Symmetrical H “ »
. e
Hindows B b ﬁ : Shutters
il
Portico : T - %%
: 0 (1
Sidelights v | 1l il
3
(" 73 -

Bishop Brookes House, DeQueen, 1922-1928
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Craftsman
1915-1950

Common Features:

x  Low-pitched roof with overhanging eaves. The eave is the part of the roof that extends past the

wall.

Roof rafters are exposed. You can see them. Rafters are the support beams under the roof.

Porch supported by large columns that extend to ground level

Natural materials, such as stone, tile, brick and redwood are used

The house is usually painted an Aearthyo color,

X X X X

Craftsman houses can be one or two stories tall. One-story story Craftsman houses are called

Abungal cwe A
Exposed rafters

e

Overhanging eaves )
Porch with large

supports that extend to
ground level

e R

e—— ~

325 Fairfax Street House, Little Rock, 1910
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English Revival

1920-1940
Common Features:

Steeply pitched roof
Often has an arched doorway

Tall, narrow windows with multi-pane glazing (many small window panes)

Large chimney

Multiple gables. A gable is the triangular part of the wall underneath the roof.

Often has half-timbering on the gables. Half-timbering looks like strips of wood attached to the
house.

X X X X X X

Large chimney —»

Half-Timbering

Gable—» A(

Tall, narrow,
multi-pane windows

Steeply-pitched roof

Arched doorway

1406 Kavanaugh Street, Little Rock, 1927

o

2 Edgehill Street, Little Rock




