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Downtown Matters... 



  WHO WE ARE 

 

   Main Street Arkansas is a downtown revitalization program that combines historic preservation with    

   economic development to spark life into Arkansasôs traditional commercial cores. With over 25  

   years of experience, Main Street has seen communities capitalize on the very assets that characterize    

   their downtowns:  their distinctive architecture, entrepreneurial spirit, pedestrian-friendly environ-    

   ment and unique sense of place.   

 

   Main Street Arkansas provides the resources, education and professional assistance necessary to  

   promote the cultural heritage of the stateôs built environment and to stimulate the economic vitality  

   of Arkansasôs downtowns. 

 
 

  WHAT WE DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Modeled after the National Trust Main Street Centerôs Four-Point ApproachÊ, we work in the  

   following areas: 
 

   Organization 

   Organization builds consensus and cooperation among the many groups and individuals who have a    

   stake in downtown.  It is the management of time, resources and individual talents with the goal of    

   ensuring the program has broad-based support and continuous monitoring and evaluation.   
 

   Promotion 

   Promotion works to enhance the image of downtown as an exciting community center.  It involves    

   marketing downtownôs unique characteristics to shoppers, investors and tourists.  Effective  

   promotion creates a positive image of the downtown through special retail programs that build  

   positive perceptions of the downtown. 
 

   Design 

   Design works to enhance  the physical vitality of downtown and the potential to attract and keep  

   customers, tenants and investors. Rehabilitated buildings, renovated storefronts, attractive window  

   displays, properly designed signage, clean and functional streets and sidewalks all help to create an     

   environment where people want to shop, visit and live.  
 

   Economic Restructuring 

   Economic Restructuring works to strengthen the existing economic base of the downtown while at       

   the same time diversifying it.  Economic Restructuring activities include expanding existing  

   downtown businesses, recruiting new businesses to provide a balanced mix and converting vacant    

   spaces to new uses.    
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