
Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 





Civil War Sites and Battlefields 

in Arkansas 





Anticipation Guide 
 

True or False 

 

1.Arkansans only supported the Confederacy 

during the Civil War.  

2.The Battle of Pea Ridge was a Union victory. 

3.Only soldiers were affected by the Civil War in 

Arkansas. 

4.During the Civil War, the Confederate State 

Capitol moved from Little Rock to Helena. 

5.The Battle of Prairie Grove was a Confederate 

victory. 

 

 



Little Rock  



Courtesy of UALR Archives 



Tower Building at the Little Rock Arsenal, 1840 



In February of 1861, 1, 000 armed militiamen from southern Arkansas 

surrounded the arsenal to prevent the arrival of federal reinforcements. 

No shots were fired, but Captain James Totten surrendered and left for St. Louis. 



Arkansas Secession Convention, Little Rock 

March 4 ï 21, 1861 

David Walker, Washington County 

Courtesy of the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History/Washington County 

Historical Society (P-2275)  

Unionist David Walker was elected 

convention president by a vote of 40-35. 

 

Issues were debated, and Unionists held 

a majority the entire first session. 

 

Conclusion:  Delegates decided that 

Arkansans would vote on the issue of 

secession in August.   

Until then, Arkansas would remain in 

the Union and work with border states 

to resolve the crisis. 



Confederates fired on the federal Fort Sumter, South Carolina 

April 12, 1861 

President Lincoln requested 75,000 volunteer troops including 780 

men from Arkansas.  Governor Rector refused to send any men. 

Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division; LC-USZ62-90258   



The Old State House, Little Rock 

 

 



Therefore we, the people of the State of Arkansas, in convention assembled, 

do hereby declare and ordain, éthe union now subsisting between the State 

of Arkansas and the other States, under the name of the United States of 

America, is hereby forever dissolved. 

 

                ï Arkansas Ordinance of Secession May 6, 1861 

         passed by a vote of 69 ï 1 

Isaac Murphy, Madison County 

 
Shiloh Museum of Ozark History/Peter Harkins 

Collection (S-90-194-40) 



www.culturalresources.com 



Pea Ridge 

Confederate General 

Sterling Price 

Union General  

Samuel Curtis 



The Battle of Pea Ridge 

March 7-8, 1862 

Confederate General 

Earl Van Dorn 

Confederate General 

Stand Watie 
Union General 

Franz Sigel 

Library of Congress 

generalsandbrevets.com 

generalsandbrevets.com 

Union General  

Samuel Curtis 

Confederate General 

Ben McCulloch 



Elkhorn Tavern  

The house was purchased by Jesse and Polly Cox in the 1850s  

and overlooked Telegraph Road. 

It was burned by Confederate guerillas in 1863 and rebuilt after the war. 



Polly Cox, her son 

Joseph, his wife Lucinda 

and two young children 

hid in the basement 

during the battle. 

 

During the evening of 

March 7, the house was 

used to treat injured 

soldiers, and in the 

following weeks it 

continued to be used as 

a hospital. 



The Battle of Pea Ridge 

1400 Union casualties 

2000 Confederate casualties 

--------------------------------------- 

TOTAL: 3400 dead or wounded 

 

ñThat beautiful charge I shall never forget; with banners streaming, with drums 

beating, and our long line of blue coats advancing on the double quick, with their 

deadly bayonets gleaming in the sunlight, and every man and officer yelling at the top 

of his lungs.ò  - Eugene B. Payne, captain, 37th Illinois Infantry Regiment  



Prairie Grove 

Duke Libraries 

Confederate General 

Thomas Hindman 



 The Battle of Prairie Grove 
December 7, 1862 

Confederate General 

Thomas Hindman 

Union General 

James Blunt 

LOC, LC -B813- 6316 C LC-DIG-

cwpb-06820  
Duke Libraries 

Union General 

Francis Herron 

generalsandbrevets.com 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/General_James_G._Blunt_USA.jpg


 

Pa told us to move out as there was to be a battle very soon on our hill. We went to a neighborôs a mile awayéHe 

rushed us to the cellar just before the shooting started around the [Morton] house, where we wereéIn the cellar there 

were barrels of kraut, cider and cider vinegar, apples and potatoes, four men, seven women, and eight children. 

 

After dark, it got quiet and we came out of the cellar. There was a dead man across the cellar door, wounded and 

dying men all around. I can still hear them calling ñhelp-help-help.ò The men worked through the night helping the 

wounded. Yankees and Rebels all got the same care. Four died that night. One soldierôs leg was just hanging by the 

skin and the doctor cut it off and threw it outside. It sure was scary and pitiful. Some of us got sick. 

 

Pa sneaked back up the hill and found that our beautiful two-story house that was painted light yellow with green 

trim, the home we all loved so much had been burned to the groundéThey killed and ate our cattle, hogs, sheep and 

chickens...they took everything they could use, then set the house on fire.  

 ï Caldonia Ann Borden Brandenburg; survivor oral history notes from 1937-1943 
Courtesy of Prairie Grove State Park and National Park Servicesô Teaching with Historic Places lesson plan; 

 

Borden House, 1868 



Courtesy of Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park  


