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What is the Preserve Our Past Invitational?   
Preserve Our Past 
2015 7th/8th Grade Essay Winners   


The annual Preserve Our Past Art and Essay Invitational celebrates National Historic Preservation Week and Arkansas Heritage Month. The contest teaches students about local and state history, and fosters an interest in preserving historic places. For 2016, winning entries will be exhibited at the Historic Arkansas Museum during the month of May. The contest is open to all Arkansas 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Submissions must relate to a historic Arkansas property that is 50 years old or older. The contest opens January 1 of every year, and ends April 1. 
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Canehill: Preserving the Landscapes and History


By Duncan Gwinn, Siloam Springs, First Place   

The mill wheel’s shadow covers the ruins near the road leading into Canehill. Metal scraps, broken glass and graffiti welcome me as an explorer. The Canehill Mill is past repair. The remaining buildings and landscape, however, can be and are being repaired. Two years ago, the buildings further down the road were nearly the same state. In a poetic way, nature had reclaimed the town. According to Brad Braly, Executive Director of Historic Cane Hill, the buildings were covered in vines and filled with garbage. Fortunately, the community came together to save the buildings along with their town’s history.
Most people think towns consist of buildings. However, people and the history they carry are also part of a landscape. Canehill possesses many buildings along with a colorful past. The mill and the land tell their own story. Part of that story is how nature reclaimed the landscape with its tangle of vines, and how the community has pruned the vines to find its history again.
The earliest settlers came to the Canehill and began actively changing the landscape. The most valuable draw to the area was agriculture, with rich soil for wheat, flour, corn and apples. Apples changed the landscapes and the economy. Orchards sprung out of the hillsides, and replaced the natural stands of trees. Besides the apples, cedar and sandstone were also major exports of the region. Quarries dug up sandstone while old forests were cleared for lumber. When visiting Canehill, I learned about efforts to restore the old orchards and build paths so visitors can enjoy nature.
The mill is another example of the story of abandoned structures. The building was once essential to the region. The mill relied on agriculture to remain running. The mill’s activity stopped when the creek began running low due insufficient rains. The upper levels of the mill were disassembled and moved to another location to preserve it. The remnants of the building are a reminder of what happens when a building is left to nature and man’s graffiti. People have tried to restore it, yet it still sits, needing care.
Nature and man have a balance. When we think about the Cane Hill mill, we are reminded that humans are always shaping the natural world to fit their needs. The mill is located on the creek to harness the power of water to grind grain for settlers’ food. However, once the creek runs dry, we abandoned the mill and nature reclaimed its domain.
Canehill’s landscape is as much of a part of it as the people. John Muir, a preservationist and naturalist once said, “When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe.” This is a message for other communities - that they can come together to preserve their pasts and restore nature. The story of the rural community of Canehill is still continuing, and it will remind us that even small groups can come together and preserve their communities.

























Saving the Fairview Gym    

By Kora Buthe, Camden-Fairview Middle School, Second Place   

In the small, sleepy town of Camden, Arkansas, there is an old, worn out high school gym. I've passed by it many times and wondered about its history. Imagine my surprise when I learned that my very own grandmother was starting a group to save the old gym from demolition. The dream is to re-purpose the 1937 building into a Creative Arts and Performance Center. A place to be used by the youth and all citizens of our community for cultural events and creative art shows, dances, reunions.....the list goes on. 
Since the 1920's,  Camden had been a thriving city with two school districts, the Camden Panthers and the Fairview Cardinals. In the Fairview gym, there were basketball games, gymnastics, and even a swim team until the late 1950's. There was  a stage where students put on plays and band concerts. The gym had many uses and many activities were conducted there. The most awesome thing about the 1937 FHS gymnasium was that it contained a state of the art swimming pool in the basement! It was the first high school gym in the entire state to have an indoor pool. Sadly, the pool had to be filled in with concrete in 1959. It had been rumored that a student had drowned there, but the truth is that the pipes inside the concrete were rusted and could not be fixed. So many great basketball games were played on the court of the FHS gym. Most remembered players were Shady Patton, Mike Green and Dicky Bush. They made up the basketball trio known as the "Shady Green Bush". The cross-town rivals, the Camden Panthers, made for some heated competition. 
In April of 1950, the original Fairview school building burned to the ground. By February of 1952, the students were moved into a brand new high school building. The old gym was not touched by the fire, and remained an integral part of the school campus. Near the turn of the century, due to economic decline, the decision was made to merge the two school districts of Camden into one. The name was changed to Camden-Fairview, and the Fairview mascot, the Cardinal, was retained. Shortly after the new century began, the entire Fairview school complex was torn down. Every original building was razed. All except the old 1937 gymnasium. A few years later, the Boys and Girls Club of Ouachita County was relocated to the site of the old Fairview school system. The gym was not being used, and there were plans to demolish it. 
Thank goodness for a group of FHS alumni who started the "Save the Gym" movement in October 2013. By May of 2014, my grandmother, a group of volunteers, and I started the huge job of cleaning up the building, getting it ready for renovation. Work started on cleaning out the basement where the pool had been. Down there had been stored old chalk boards, desks, about a dozen old, rusted lawn mowers, lots of junk that was just thrown in the basement rather than hauled to the dump. We did a lot of sweeping and scraping of old paint. The landscape around the gym was also improved. We worked through the summer and got a lot accomplished! The basement was cleaned out, the roof was patched, the court was swept and mopped. We also had fundraisers such as yard sales and auctions that raised over $25,000! We continue to conduct fund raising activities and apply for grants so that we can replace the roof. 
Today, in 2015, we are still "Saving the Gym" and great progress has been made. We will not give up on our dream for it is no longer a dream, it is a reality!  It is important to preserve our history. Our links to the past can impact our future.  Some people think of Camden as just a small town, but it is a small town with big dreams for the future. I hope that if you ever happen to pass through our town, you will stop by and visit our wonderful old gym. This is Camden-Fairview! We will fight for our bright future!


























Buffalo National River    

By Carter Horton, Pottsville Junior High, Third Place   


Arkansas has many historic and unique locations, but one stands out above all the others. Few locations have as much natural beauty, national recognition, and nostalgic history. It is, of course, the Buffalo National River, one of Arkansas’ best kept secrets. A trip to the Buffalo National River can include many firsts, but for me it was the location of my first smallmouth bass catch. There is something special about watching the clear water flow by and waiting for a giant smallmouth to bite. It is in my blood; I just cannot help it. Because of my love for the river, I will be the perfect guide to take you through a tour of the history, beauty, and adventure of the Buffalo National River.
The beauty of the river is one thing that is familiar to many people. There are so many things to see. From the breathtaking views at Roark Bluff to the deep pools at Buffalo Point, the river reveals one awesome view after another. A full week on the river would only uncover a handful of it’s secrets. One of the treasures is the wild elk population in and around Boxley Valley. This is one of the few locations, east of the Great Plains, to see elk in the wild. Next on your list should be fishing one of the premier smallmouth streams in the southern United States. While you are fishing, don’t forget to look up, you might just see a bald eagle. Whether you choose to go to the head of the river at Lost Valley or the mouth of the river at Buffalo City, there are no wrong choices of places to go.
Through the years, many different groups have called the river their home. Several prehistoric indian groups lived in the area, but the Dalton period stands out the most. Relics known as Dalton points are still found today and are highly coveted by collectors. My greatgrandfather, who is part indian, makes replicas of this type of arrowhead. Later, European settlers moved into the area and took over the land. During the Civil War, the peace and tranquility were interrupted. Even though there were no great battles here, the war still turned neighbor against neighbor and brother against brother. In 1938, Buffalo Point State Park was established by the Civilian Conservation Corps. This was just a small piece of the river, but in 1972 the entire river was established as a national river. At this time, the National Park Service took possession of all 135 miles of the river. Since then, it has been mostly uninhabited by people.
Today on the Buffalo, there are many exciting things to participate in. You can rent a tube or canoe at Ponca to float down the river. Fishing is also a big hit at the river, and if you like it a lot you might want to hire a guide. At Tyler Bend, you can stay at a public campground, which is right next to the river. If you are looking for more privacy, you can go to Buffalo Point and rent a cabin. For the hikers, Lost Valley, HemmedInHollow, and Whitaker Point are some exceptional trails. The fearless people in your group might like to zipline at Buffalo Outdoor Center in Ponca.
As you can see, the Buffalo National River is a one of a kind place. No location in Arkansas has the combination of beautiful scenery, National Park status, and rich cultural background. It is practically in your backyard, so no excuses! This will be a great chance to make the memory of a lifetime. Some of my best memories were made there with my dad and grandmother. So, go make a memory at the Buffalo National River!

























A House That Serves All    

By Kailah Zinnell, Pottsville Junior High, Honorable Mention   

What sparked the idea into Mr. Potts’ mind to build a house like Potts Inn? The house of Mr. and Mrs. Potts is truly something at which to marvel, being 157 years old. The Potts Inn museum’s construction started in 1850, but was not actually complete until 1858. This monumental house has worn many hats over the years; years; not only was it a fabulous inn, it was a post office known as Potts Station and a home to the Potts family. This house has white siding with green shutters, two red brick chimneys, a breathtaking view from the front balcony, and it has five log cabins located around the premises.
Mr. Kirkbride Potts built this house with the help of his wife, Mrs. Pamelia Potts. Since Mr. Potts was so fond of his home state of Pennsylvania, he designed the house based on a Classical Revival style. Potts Inn served as a home to Mr. Potts, his wife, and their nine remaining children. Did you know that their dining room had English China with a Lynn pattern? However, we are not sure if it’s the original English China that they had used because some was auctioned off. Potts Inn also served as a post office for the longest time. It was known as Potts Station because it was used for storing and sending mail. Believe it or not, Mr. Potts was appointed the postmaster by the president of the United States. Mr. Potts would sit at his desk in the middle of the hallway sorting mail. He would then put people’s mail into their own little cubby holes. Mr. Potts designed and built the desk at which he sat at from a Bois d'Arc tree trunk. After the post office closed, it was still known as Potts Station until the town of Pottsville flourished around it, then it became known as Potts Inn.
The house was an Inn for exhausted railroad workers and tired stagecoach travelers. The Potts family gladly serviced these workers’ needs. Back in its time it was the desired place to go and rest up for the night. It was even rumored that a certain Indian Chief, who spent the night at the inn, wanted to trade horses for Mrs. Potts because he fancied her! Imagine Mr. Potts’ confusion when asked for the going price of his wife!
Although an inn and a post office may not have been what Mr. Potts had expected to become of Potts Inn, we can assume that it was built for his wife and eleven beloved children. On August 5th of 1878 Pamelia Potts passed away, and her husband, Kirkbride, on November 27, 1879 just a little under a year later. Both are buried in Potts Cemetery near Galla Creek, which is now known as Pottsville, Arkansas. Potts Inn touched many peoples hearts, and continues to do so to this very day. In 1970, the Potts family sold Potts Inn to the Pope County Historical Foundation, and it is now a museum for the Pope County Historical Society. You can find Potts Inn on the list of National Register of Historic Places.


























The Atkins Race War    

By Miriam Fairbanks, Atkins Middle School, Honorable Mention   


 Africans were first brought to American in 1619 as slaves. Africans and African Americans remained in slavery until the American Civil War from 1861-1865. After the Civil War, laws made slavery illegal but difficulties continued and the violence grew. The start of the Ku Klux Klan began in 1866.  They were responsible for white capping and night riding.  Violence just escalated into murder.  Things didn’t start to improve until the African American Civil Rights Movement began in 1954. It still took years and years before improvement was even seen. 
In the late nineteenth century, Arkansas was included in those states not hospitable to African-Americans.  The reasons known for this lack of hospitality were political and economic. Most blacks preferred the Republican Party while whites were more towards the Democratic Party. When it came to their jobs, white people saw the blacks as a threat.  This was because they were getting paid much more than the black workers. 
Pope County’s population was about the same as other areas at this time.  In 1900 the black population was very small. There was a big increase in this population from 1880-1900. In 1897 there were more than 1,500 in the area.   
The 1890s brought with it many racial wars such as the Hampton Race War, the Canfield Race War, Little River County Race War, and the Nevada County Race War.  It also included what the newspapers called the “Atkins Race War.”  This was reported as an unprovoked incident, but there must have been a reason we just don’t know what it was.  It occurred in the Lee Township of Pope County on Sunday, May 30th, 1897.  
From different accounts and reports a gang of three or four African Americans attacked two whit emen, Jesse Nickels and J.R. Hodges. The gang carried knives and pistols while the white men defended themselves with fence rails.  The gang started shooting and when one white man was shot, possibly Jesse Nickels, they both fled.  
On the following day, warrants were issued.  It was heard that the black men planned to resist arrest.  When a group of white men attempted to arrest the black men, Reason Edge attacked the constable with a knife.  Reason Edge was a white man helping the blacks resist arrest.  George Edge, the constable’s deputy, shot Reason in the arm.  
That evening a mob took William Gaylord, a black, and beat him until they thought he was dead.  It was later reported that he was in serious condition but still alive.  A posse was then assembled which included Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tom D. Brooks. It was assembled in Atkins and was headed to the scene of the trouble.  
After all the violence of this incident stopped, only two people were punished.  One of the African Americans was fined $50.00 for carrying a pistol and Jesse Nickels, who supposedly was a victim, was charged $1.00 for assault.   
Troubled continued in Pope County, slowly decreasing the African American population.  By 2013, the population in Pope County was only 3.2%.  The Atkins Race War is only a small incident of the many problems that occur with racism.  People of all ages and backgrounds need to learn to live with others in harmony.  
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